




 



2 problems with comparison 

• Insecurity 

 

• Pride 



 



 



“…I do not count my life dear to myself so that I 
may finish my race with joy, and the ministry 
which I receive from the Lord Jesus, to testify 
the gospel of the grace of God.” 

 

-Acts 20:24 



“…I do not count my life dear to myself so that I 
may finish MY RACE with joy, and the ministry 
which I receive from the Lord Jesus, to testify 
the gospel of the grace of God.” 

 

-Acts 20:24 



Run Your Own Race 
                          Matthew 25:14-30 

•Solomon 
•Ecclesiastes 

•Jesus 
•Matthew 

 
•Areas of Struggle 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Ecclesiastes 1:12-16 

12 I, the Preacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 And I set 
my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all 
that is done under heaven; this burdensome task God has 
given to the sons of man, by which they may be exercised. 
14 I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; 
and indeed, all is vanity and grasping for the wind. 

 
16 I communed with my heart, saying, “Look, I have attained 

greatness, and have gained more wisdom than all who 
were before me in Jerusalem. My heart has understood 
great wisdom and knowledge.” 17 And I set my heart to 
know wisdom and to know madness and folly. I perceived 
that this also is grasping for the wind. 

 



Ecclesiastes 1:12-16 

12 I, the Preacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 And I set 
my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all 
that is done under heaven; this burdensome task God has 
given to the sons of man, by which they may be exercised. 
14 I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; 
and indeed, all is vanity and grasping for the wind. 

 
16 I communed with my heart, saying, “Look, I have attained 

greatness, and have gained more wisdom than all who 
were before me in Jerusalem. My heart has understood 
great wisdom and knowledge.” 17 And I set my heart to 
know wisdom and to know madness and folly. I perceived 
that this also is grasping for the wind. 

 



Ecclesiastes 1:12-16 

12 I, the Preacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 And I set 
my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all 
that is done under heaven; this burdensome task God has 
given to the sons of man, by which they may be exercised. 
14 I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; 
and indeed, all is vanity and grasping for the wind. 

 
16 I communed with my heart, saying, “Look, I have attained 

greatness, and have gained more wisdom than all who 
were before me in Jerusalem. My heart has understood 
great wisdom and knowledge.” 17 And I set my heart to 
know wisdom and to know madness and folly. I perceived 
that this also is vanity and grasping for the wind. 

 



Ecclesiastes 1:12-16 

12 I, the Preacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 And I set 
my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all 
that is done under heaven; this burdensome task God has 
given to the sons of man, by which they may be exercised. 
14 I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; 
and indeed, all is vanity and grasping for the wind. 

 
16 I communed with my heart, saying, “Look, I have attained 

greatness, and have gained more wisdom than all who 
were before me in Jerusalem. My heart has understood 
great wisdom and knowledge.” 17 And I set my heart to 
know wisdom and to know madness and folly. I perceived 
that this also is vanity and grasping for the wind. 

 



Ecclesiastes 4:4-5 

• 4 Again, I saw that for all toil and every skillful 
work a man is envied by his neighbor. This also 
is vanity and grasping for the wind. 

• ⁵Only a fool folds his hands and consumes his 
own flesh 



Ecclesiastes 2:24 

• 24 Nothing is better for a man than that he 
should eat and drink, and that his soul should 
enjoy good in his labor. This also, I saw, was 
from the hand of God.  



 



 



 



 



Matthew 25 

• 14 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man 
traveling to a far country, who called his own 
servants and delivered his goods to them.  

• 15 And to one he gave five talents, to another 
two, and to another one, to each according to 
his own ability; and immediately he went on a 
journey. 
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• 16 Then he who had received the five talents 
went and traded with them, and made 
another five talents.  

• 17 And likewise he who had received two 
gained two more also.  

• 18 But he who had received one went and dug 
in the ground, and hid his lord’s money.  

• 19 After a long time the lord of those servants 
came and settled accounts with them. 
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• 20 “So he who had received five talents came and 
brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered 
to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents 
besides them.’  

• 21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make 
you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your 
lord.’ 

•  22 He also who had received two talents came and 
said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I 
have gained two more talents besides them.’  

• 23 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will 
make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of 
your lord.’ 
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• 24 “Then he who had received the one talent came and said, 
‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you 
have not sown, and gathering where you have not 
scattered seed. 25 And I was afraid, and went and hid your 
talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ 

• 26 “But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and 
lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, 
and gather where I have not scattered seed. 27 So you ought 
to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my 
coming I would have received back my own with interest. 
28 Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him 
who has ten talents. 

• 29 ‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will 
have abundance; but from him who does not have, even 
what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the unprofitable 
servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ 
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Run Your Own Race 
 

•No Pressure 
•Jesus approves of us 
•Peace and Joy 


